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hostilities. Consequently the war would be resumec
August 17, unless the Prague Congress should estab
lish immediate peace. After much backing anc
filling, and many delays, which were ascribed tc
Napoleon, the Congress at last met, July 29; France
was represented by the Duke of Vicenza and the
Count of Narbonne ; Austria by Metternich; Russia
by M. d'Anstett; Prussia by the Baron von Hum-
boldt. Their deliberations were a mere matter of
form.

The Duke of Bassano, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
had written to the Count of Narbonne: " I send you
more powers than power; you will have your hands
tied, but your legs and mouth free for walking and
dining." Napoleon's infatuation had reached such a
height that he imagined that he could not make any
concession to Austria. The Duke of Bassano had
written to the Duke of Vicenza, July 21: " The Em-
peror's intention is to negotiate with Russia and to
make a glorious peace for that power; a peace that
shall punish Austria for her bad faith in breaking
the alliance of 1812, by depriving her of her influence
in Europe, and shall also draw Russia and France
nearer together. The Emperor intends to arrange
matters in a way that will not force him some day
to disentangle complications with Russia, If Rus-
sia secures an advantageous peace, she will have
purchased it by the devastation of her provinces, by
the loss of her capital, and by two years of terrible
warfare, misfortunes from which she will long suffer.